
 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents, 

Every bulletin begins with a full list of closures and diary dates for the year ahead which can also be 

downloaded from the school website; please keep a close eye on them for changes/new additions 

highlighted in yellow as the year progresses. 

 

Holidays and Diary Dates 2019/20 

WB 7th October P1 – P7 Autumn Parent/Teacher Consultations 

 (Early Close Wed/Thurs 1:00pm) 

Friday 11th October    Closed for School Development Day. 

Thursday 24th October    Visit from Quantum Theatre- maths show! 

Monday 28th Oct – Friday 1st Nov (inclusive) Closed for Half Term. 

Saturday 9th November AQE Test 1 (P7 only). 

Saturday 16th November GL Testing (P7 only). 

Saturday 23rd November AQE Test2 (P7 only). 

Tuesday 26th November (AM & PM) Open Day for prospective new parents/pupils 

Saturday 30th November AQE Test 3 (P7 only). 

Wednesday 4th December (AM & PM) P1 & P2 Nativity Show. 

Wednesday 11th December P3 & P4 Christmas Show 

Thursday 12th December Flu Vaccinations 

Friday 20th December    Close 12:00 for Christmas. 

Mon 23rd Dec – Friday 3rd Jan (inclusive)  Closed for Christmas. 



Monday 6th January    Term 2 begins: everyone back to school. 

Tuesday 14th January    P6/7L start swimming 

Wednesday 15th January   Don Scott ‘Owl Man’ to visit P2 

Thursday 16th January    P7M start swimming 

Saturday 25th January AQE results (P7 only). 

WB 27th January P7 Transfer interviews. 

Tuesday 4th February P4 Trip ‘Pack Up Your Troubles’, Castle Ward 

Fri 14th February    Closed for School Development Day. 

Monday 17th – Wed 19th Feb (inclusive)  Closed for Half Term. 

WB 2nd March P1 – P6 Spring Parent/Teacher Consultations. 

 (Early Close Mon/Tues 1:00pm) 

Monday 16th March     Closed for School Development Day. 

Tuesday 17th March    Closed for Bank Holiday 

Thursday 19th March    P4B start swimming 

Tuesday 24th March    P5M start swimming 

Friday 3rd April     Close 12:00 for Easter. 

Mon 6th April – Fri 17th April (inclusive)  Closed for Easter. 

Monday 20th April    Term 3 begins: everyone back to school. 

Wed 22nd – Fri 24th April P6 Residential to Greenhill Centre, Newcastle 

WB 27th April Summer Assessments. 

Thursday 7th May    Closed for School Development Day. 

Friday 8th May     Closed for VE Day Bank Holiday. 

Thursday 14th May    P4K start swimming. 

Friday 15th May Junior Sports Day (P1 & P2 AM)  (P3 & P4 PM). 

Wednesday 20th May P2 Trip ‘Birds, Bugs and Beasts’ Castle Ward 

Friday 22nd May Senior Sports Day (P5 – P7 PM). 

Monday 25th May    Closed for Bank Holiday. 



Tuesday 26th May    Closed for School Development Day. 

Tuesday 2nd June Information Evening for new P1 parents. 

Tuesday 9th June P1 Induction Afternoon 

Tues 16th – Fri 19th June P7 Trip to Falkirk 

Friday 26th June  P7 Leavers’ Presentation (P7’s last day) 

Monday 29th June ‘Moving Up’ Day 

Tuesday 30th June    Close 12:00 for Summer. 

App Update! 

Things with our app are moving very well. We’ve now been using it in full for about 3 weeks and 

whilst we acknowledge it isn’t perfect, it has been a huge step forward for us internally.  

Based on some very unscientific mental maths we estimate that the introduction of digital payments 

for School Dinners/Extended Schools Services is saving approximately 10 -11 hours of office time 

per week! In addition, teachers have commented positively on the huge time savings in their 

classrooms! For your children, this means that the morning session of 9:00 – 10:30 can now 

comfortably accommodate 2 core lessons rather than one, so the benefits are also being 

transferred to your children’s education.  

We know that, for parents of multiple siblings, it is still a bit cumbersome but hopefully you would 

agree with us that the extra 5 minutes on a Sunday evening is worth it. We’re still pushing the 

developers for a faster solution for siblings so thanks for your ongoing patience with that. 

We know it’s a new system and everyone is getting used to it but please, most importantly, 

remember to book your child before 9:30am if you wish him/her to take dinners that day. This also 

applies to Free School Meals. 

To help us further, please always remember to insert your children’s Christian AND surname in the 

booking boxes- we’ve even had some parents putting their own names there and whilst we’d love to 

give you a dinner, we’d rather feed your child! Please also double-check you have selected the 

correct class before confirming the booking. 

 

Friends of Killinchy Trust Contributions 

Last week you will have received the annual request from the Friends of Killinchy Trust for 

contributions to school funds. Thank you to all those who have already provided- it’s been a great 

response already! 

If you have donated via the school app, please don’t forget to send in your completed pink form so 

we can claim gift aid on your behalf. Thanks! 



Staffing Update 

Mrs McKeag 

Mrs McKeag has asked me to convey her heartfelt thanks to parents for the generous donations to 

her leaving gift. Nicky has now left us and will soon begin her new job closer to home. 

Mrs Quinn 

It is with regret that we bring you news that Mrs Heather Quinn is also soon to leave us for a new 

job. Heather has been a long-standing member of our Foundation Stage team of Classroom 

Assistants and has been a much-loved staff member for many of our families in that all-important 

first year at school. We wish her well in this new chapter!  

Mrs Caughey 

We are pleased to welcome Mrs Heather Caughey who will be filling the vacancy left by Mrs McKeag 

on an emergency basis until the Governors can process a recruitment exercise. I’m sure you will all 

give her a warm welcome! 

 

Autumn Parent/Teacher Consultations 

Just a reminder that school will close at 1:00pm on Wednesday 9th and Thursday 10th October to 

accommodate parent/teacher meetings. Lunches will be provided as normal however there will be 

no afternoon buses. Morning buses will operate as usual. These early closures run into a full closure 

on Friday 11th October for a School Development Day. 

 

Sports Results! 

Mrs McBride’s football team have made an excellent start to their Ards Area Primary Schools’ 

League campaign this year- make sure you follow our Twitter feed for photos and updates! Results 

from weeks 1 and 2 are below: 

 Vs Donaghadee PS: 1 - 2      Loss 

 Vs Victoria PA, Ards: 5 - 1      Win 

 Vs Ballywalter PS: 4 - 1      Win 

 Vs Ards Model:  5 - 1      Win 

 Vs Andrews, Comber      2 - 1      Win 

 Vs St. Finians, Ards          2 - 0      Win 

As always, the Killinchy boys have been playing with skill, determination but most importantly great 

sportsmanship. Well done to all involved and thank you to the various mums and dads who help 

with lifts and support at pitch-side! 



PTA AGM 

Taking place on Monday 14th October at 7pm. All parents are warmly invited to attend. The main 

purpose of this meeting will be to plan ahead for our inaugural ‘Winter Craft Market’ due to take 

place on Saturday 16th November.  

 

Quantum Theatre Company 

Existing parents will no-doubt be familiar with the Quantum Theatre Company who have visited us in 

the past as part of the enhancement of our numeracy curriculum. We’re pleased to announce that 

they have been able to fit us in again this year and will make their 3rd visit on Thursday 24th October.  

This is an excellent company who produce high quality dramatic performances based around the 

primary numeracy curriculum at a range of age-appropriate levels. In the past these shows have 

been a highlight of the year and very useful to us in our quest to bring maths to life! 

We are very grateful to the Trustees of the Friends of Killinchy who cover the cost involved so there 

will be no charge to parents again this year.  

 

Thank you for taking the time to read this bulletin. If you have any questions please don’t hesitate to 

get in touch with us. 

 

With thanks, 

Chris Currie 


