
 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents, 

Welcome back to another school year! Hopefully everyone has had an enjoyable and restful 

Summer! I would like to extend an especially warm welcome to our new P1 pupils and families and 

also to those who have joined us from other schools- exciting times ahead! 

You will receive a bulletin like this at the start of every month- full of useful information and 

updates. They will also be supplemented by a ‘Thursday Email’ with emerging information arising 

between bulletins, all of which is designed to keep you fully up-to-date with what’s happening in our 

school. I hope you find them useful. 

Every bulletin begins with a full list of closures and diary dates for the year ahead which can also be 

downloaded from the school website; please keep a close eye on them for changes/new additions 

highlighted in yellow as the year progresses. 

 

Holidays and Diary Dates 2019/20 

Tuesday 27th August    Back to school for new P1 only 

Wednesday 28th August                                           Term 1 begins: first day of school for P2 – P7. 

WB Mon 2nd Sept    Class information evenings for parents. 

Monday 16th September PTA AGM 7:00pm start. 

Tuesday 17th September P6RA start swimming 

Thursday 19th September P5F start swimming 

Tuesday 24th September P3 trip to Applefest, Castle Ward 

WB 7th October P1 – P7 Autumn Parent/Teacher Consultations 

 (Early Close Wed/Thurs 1:00pm) 

Friday 11th October    Closed for School Development Day. 



Thursday 24th October    Visit from Quantum Theatre- maths show! 

Monday 28th Oct – Friday 1st Nov (inclusive) Closed for Half Term. 

Saturday 9th November AQE Test 1 (P7 only). 

Saturday 16th November GL Testing (P7 only). 

Saturday 23rd November AQE Test2 (P7 only). 

Tuesday 26th November (AM & PM) Open Day for prospective new parents/pupils 

Saturday 30th November AQE Test 3 (P7 only). 

Wednesday 4th December (AM & PM) P1 & P2 Nativity Show. 

Wednesday 11th December P3 & P4 Christmas Show 

Thursday 12th December Flu Vaccinations 

Friday 20th December    Close 12:00 for Christmas. 

Mon 23rd Dec – Friday 3rd Jan (inclusive)  Closed for Christmas. 

Monday 6th January    Term 2 begins: everyone back to school. 

Tuesday 14th January    P6/7L start swimming 

Wednesday 15th January   Don Scott ‘Owl Man’ to visit P2 

Thursday 16th January    P7M start swimming 

Saturday 25th January AQE results (P7 only). 

WB 27th January P7 Transfer interviews. 

Tuesday 4th February P4 Trip ‘Pack Up Your Troubles’, Castle Ward 

Fri 14th February    Closed for School Development Day. 

Monday 17th – Wed 19th Feb (inclusive)  Closed for Half Term. 

WB 2nd March P1 – P6 Spring Parent/Teacher Consultations. 

 (Early Close Mon/Tues 1:00pm) 

Monday 16th March     Closed for School Development Day. 

Tuesday 17th March    Closed for Bank Holiday 

Thursday 19th March    P4B start swimming 

Tuesday 24th March    P5M start swimming 



Friday 3rd April     Close 12:00 for Easter. 

Mon 6th April – Fri 17th April (inclusive)  Closed for Easter. 

Monday 20th April    Term 3 begins: everyone back to school. 

Wed 22nd – Fri 24th April P6 Residential to Greenhill Centre, Newcastle 

WB 27th April Summer Assessments. 

Thursday 7th May    Closed for School Development Day. 

Friday 8th May     Closed for VE Day Bank Holiday. 

Thursday 14th May    P4K start swimming. 

Friday 15th May Junior Sports Day (P1 & P2 AM)  (P3 & P4 PM). 

Wednesday 20th May P2 Trip ‘Birds, Bugs and Beasts’ Castle Ward 

Friday 22nd May Senior Sports Day (P5 – P7 PM). 

Monday 25th May    Closed for Bank Holiday. 

Tuesday 26th May    Closed for School Development Day. 

Tuesday 2nd June Information Evening for new P1 parents. 

Tuesday 9th June P1 Induction Afternoon 

Tues 16th – Fri 19th June P7 Trip to Falkirk 

Friday 26th June  P7 Leavers’ Presentation (P7’s last day) 

Monday 29th June ‘Moving Up’ Day 

Tuesday 30th June    Close 12:00 for Summer. 

 

Buses and Dinners in August 

Due to a change in central policy, the Education Authority’s transport and school meals services will 

not be available until September. This will mean that for the 28th, 29th and 30th August all families 

will need to organise their own transport to/from school and their own lunches. Normal service 

will resume on Monday 2nd September.  

 

 



Kodi Brown 

As many of you will already know, we mourned the loss of outgoing P7 pupil Kodi Brown over the 

Summer holidays. Kodi had been receiving treatment for a rare and aggressive brain tumour for over 

a year but succumbed to the disease on Tuesday 23rd July 2019. The Killinchy Primary School 

Community had been actively involved in raising funds to support her immunotherapy treatment in 

Germany; following this tragedy we now focus our efforts on supporting her mum, dad, brother 

Blake, friends and extended family in coming to terms with their loss. 

In the weeks and months ahead we will celebrate the bubbling life she brought to our school 

through tributes and dedications. We will inform you of these as they arise. 

 

Board of Governors’ Annual Report 

Along with this bulletin you will have received a digital copy of the Board of Governors’ Annual 

Report. A copy will also be archived on the school website. The purpose of this report is to provide a 

summary of the previous school year from staffing changes to P7 placements and financial status to 

extra-curricular clubs. I hope you find it worthwhile. 

 

 

Staffing Update 

We are pleased to confirm for you a number of staffing adjustments and appointments at the outset 

of this academic year 2019/20: 

Mrs Arias 

A big welcome to Mrs Caroline Arias to our teaching team! Mrs Arias will assume the role of 1 

day/week temporary job-share partner for Mrs Ryan (P6) who continues with her flexible working 

arrangement. 

Mrs Donaldson 

We are also pleased to welcome Mrs Claire Donaldson to our Foundation Stage team. Mrs 

Donaldson will work as a Special Educational Needs Classroom Assistant for one of our new P1 

pupils. She joins us from Cedar Integrated PS, Crossgar. 

Mrs Craig 

Following a 2 year career break we are delighted to welcome back Mrs Sharon Craig who takes on 

the vacant role of P1 Foundation Stage Classroom Assistant alongside Mrs Small. 



Mrs Whitten 

We are also pleased to welcome Mrs Victoria Whitten to the position of temporary SEN Classroom 

Assistant. Mrs Whitten will work alongside Mrs Ryan and Mrs Arias in P6RA. She joins us from 

Downpatrick PS. 

 

Autumn Parent/Teacher Consultations 

Advanced reminder that, as per the list above, school will close at 1:00pm on Wednesday 9th and 

Thursday 10th October to accommodate parent/teacher meetings. Lunches will be provided as 

normal however there will be no afternoon buses. Morning buses will operate as usual. These early 

closures run into a full closure on Friday 11th October for a School Development Day. 

 

Class Information Evenings 

These will take place on Week Beginning 2nd September. As soon as possible, individual teachers will 

inform you of the relevant nights. This arrangement gives parents of multiple siblings the best 

chance to attend all their meetings.  

It is highly recommended that you attend these sessions as they contain a range of whole-school 

essentials followed by class-specific information aimed at making our home/school partnership as 

effective as possible. They’re also an excellent opportunity to have all your questions answered!  

 

New School App 

We are pleased to bring you news that our new school app is now fully operational! Please see the 

attached information as a reminder of how to get it and how we would like you to use it. 

Booking and Paying for Dinners 

All school dinners (paid and free) should now be booked via the school app. Pupils not booked in by 

9:30am (on the morning when dinner is required) will receive a ham/cheese/jam sandwich on the 

first occasion to keep them going. This will be followed by a telephone reminder to parents. 

No refunds, transfers or credits will be available from the start of this academic year. 

 

Booking and Paying for Extended Schools Services (Early Birds etc) 

All bookings for our wrap-around services should now be made via the app. Places for 2 O’Clock and 

Homework Club are limited to 24 and available on a first-come-first-served basis.  

No refunds, transfers or credits will be available from the start of this academic year. 



PTA AGM 

Taking place on Monday 16th September at 7pm. All parents are warmly invited to attend. There will 

be a summary of 2018/19 fundraising, election of Committee members for 2019/20 and an 

opportunity to ask questions. The existing PTA would love to see fresh faces and hear new ideas, 

especially from P1! An excellent way to get to know your school community! 

 

Holidays, Closures and Diary Dates 2019/20 

Existing parents will be familiar with the practice of distributing an up-to-date list with each of these 

Bulletins however a full list has been attached to this email and can also be downloaded from our 

website www.killinchyps.com. You can also get these via the school app. 

 

Thank you for taking the time to read this bulletin. Best wishes for an enjoyable and fruitful school 

year! 

 

With thanks, 

Chris Currie 

http://www.killinchyps.com/

